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Eldercare More support for the elderly

centres to
double, with
more services
being offered

Nursing homes to increase number of beds
and take on bigger role in end-of-life journeys

Clara Chong

Singapare alms to almest double
its metwork of eldescare centres
and nersing bome beds within
years as &s population ages and it
prepares to care for more elderdy
sick people.

The scale and scope of services at
eldercare centres will be expanded
to include skmple health screen
ings, for example.

Meamwhile, more nursing homes
will be roped in to belp their rest
dents manage end-of-life journeys,
Health Minister Ong Ye Kung
said yesterday.

He was speaking at the Agency
for Integrated Care’s (AIC) annsal
Community Care Work Plan
Seminar. The AIC was set up by
the Government to coordinate of
dercare services.

Flagging the natlonal challenge
of looking after the aged sick, Mr
Ong sakd: “To be hooest, the com
munity care sector will actually

the next 10 years.

The expansion of eddercare cen
tres will take the pressure away
from acute hospitals and pursing
homes, sald Mr Ong. They are go-to
polnts for sentors, and provide ser-
vices such as active ageing pro
grammes, befriendingand Informa
tioa on and referral to care services.

But the scope of eldercare cen
tres willbe Increased, Mr Ong sald.

Eventually, each centre should
be respansible for 1L,OOO to 4,000
sentors, and work with community
networks such as grassroots organk
sattons and general practitioners
(GPs) to address senlors’ bealth
and social needs.

Currensly, senloes visit thelr GPs
or polyclinics once every few
months for their chronk condi
thons. In between these visits, they
can go to these centres to take part
in health-related activities or enral
inactive ageing programmes.

But the Ministry of Health
(MOH) would like these centres to
help senloes monitar thelr vitals,
do simple health screenings and
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EXPANDING SCALE
AND SCOPE OF
ELDERCARE CENTRES
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Each centre will be responsible for

1,000 to 4,000 seniors

MANPOWER CHALLENGES

SALARIES

About
$290 million

committed to raise the
salaries of community care
workers from 2020 to 2023

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT

Agency for Integrated Care's
Searning Institutes have
scaled up offerings, with

more than
18,000 training

places sansbic anasaity
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and confidence in managing end

(@) ensuriNG COMPETITIVE | (@) DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION

B Funding of
$18 million

under Community Care
Digital Transformaticn Plan

M Support for
organisations to detray

up to 85%

of cost of digitalisation

m Provision of consultancy
services

W Availability of training
courses and programmes

CONTINUING NEED FOR
FOREIGN MANPOWER
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